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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Struthers Library Building is a red brick structure 162 feet
long and 73 feet wide consisting of three distinct divisions set one
behind another with varying rooflines, each expressing outwardly the
different functions within.

In the foremost section is the entrance to the theatre which is
covered by a marquee and is flanked, at ground level, by shops on each
side. The second and third stories of this section, consisting of an
early public library and a large meeting hall respectively, are lighted
by large Italianate and rectangular windows containing colored glass
in their upper parts. The center window of the second floor has an

imposing stone balcony just above the theatre entrance.” The floors in this

section of the building are strongly marked by string courses of stone
and corbelled brick and there. is a heavy corbelled brick cornice at the
roof line. Surmounting this block is a tower on the southeast correr
which dominates the entire structure and adds interest to the skyline
as viewed from any angle. Attached to the west side of this front
section 1s a three story brick appendage which hasfinternal connection
with the main building and is architecturally unrelated.

Behind the front block and slightly indented is a somewhat lower
section which contains, to its full height, the auditorium of the
theatfe, and which by its length adds great massiveness to the building.
The two_story high arched windows in this section were bricked up when
the theatre was remodelled internally in 1919 so that no light could
enter the auditorium from outside.. The entire section is again capped
by a heavy cornice of brick dentils.

" The last part of the building to the rear is the stage itself, thre
stories in height and making a-strong vertical statement as compared
with the horizontal mass of the auditorium. A three .story block of *
dressing rooms was added in 1919 with no effort made at stylistic .inte-
gration. Overall, the impression which the building makes is one of
somber, well-proportioned dignity and bulk. TIts architectural lineage
might be said to go back to the Renaissance. ' :

Internally, important renovatinns were made in 1919 by the New York
firm of Wetmore and Warren, the architects of Grand Central Station.
These changes principally affected the auditorium and, in the spirit of
the time, were directed towards eliminating the ornate fussiness of an

earlier period already in disfavor. Original balcony, boxes, prosceniug.

and seating arrangements all were swept away and remodeled in simpler
form, every vestige of the old decoration disappearing at this time.

The result is an auditorium still pleasing in mass, proportion and line,
though grown shabby with time and certainly lacking the period charm

of the original interior. Restordticem.. of the surface, however, might a
reveal the charm of the 1919 renovation, for the changes made at: that
time remain a credit to the firm which brought them about, and with the
passage of time they have acquired a period appeal and flavor of their
own. :
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

< - Vo I
The Struthers building has architectural and cultural significance

for the town of Warren. In 1882 and 1883, Thomas Struthers, Warren
industrialist, erected a massive, imposing brick building which was to
become the center of culbural activity for the town. It housed an opera
house, a public library, a Masonic hall, and on the first floor, store
spaces, including one for the post office. The theatre, although it was
extensively remodeled in 1919, is still in use, under lease to a firm
which operates a chain of movie houses. The library is no longer a public
facility but it is used for storage by the Warren County Library Associa-
tion. First floor spaces are still in use by local retail firms. Major
architectural features of the library room and theatre (after remodeling)
are still intact, and the impressive exterior has been little changed
from its original appearance; the bullding is a fine example of Victorian
architecture. It seems possible that with appropriate repairs the two
upper floors of the building could be restored to public use.

For most of its lifetime, the Struthers Library Building has been
the scene of much activity of a cultural nature., Although it is used only
for films today, the- theatre itself, both before and after remodeling, was
the town's major facility for opera, legitimate theatre, variety presen-
tations of all kinds, and for local and touring concert groups.. For over
th1r+y years the 11brary served Warren, and it provided a space for various
museum~type displays of collections gathered by local people. The third
floor, originally a Masonic hall, was the first home of the New Process
Company one of the largest and most successful mail order clothing firms
in the country. Both the post office and the offices and plant of "The
Warren Ledger" were once housed in the building, and occupants of the
other store spaces and rooms in a later three-story brick addition have
included physicians, realtors, music teachers, and the United States Forest
Service. Thus the Struthers Building is a reminder of the cultural
Warren's past cultural life, and a potentlal site for future cultural

activities as well.

TR

e i A~ e




Various authors, Historic Buildi
County H:Lstor:.cal Society,

(pamphlet)

"The Struthers Library Bu:le:Lng,
Jts Home and Benefactors, Warren, PA,,

ngs in Warren County, Vol., 1, Warren
1971, pages 2-L.

The Warren Library-
188L.

) LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 4]

"LATITUDE AND LONGIT'UDE COORDINATES
DEFINING TH& CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
__OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

CORNER

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

B

“CATITUDE e TTLBNelTUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

Degrees Mlnu?es Se conds

Degrees. Minutes Seconds Degrees Seconds

Minutes

CITY OR TOWN:
) Warren

.Pennsyiw‘r'ania

¢ ol ® I SRR E A = Ty
NW o » L] ) » E ” [¢] » » [-Y o8 Lo ua
NE ..o, ° o LI B ' %le, SO o L8 . 79 , 08 53
SE - .. ’ .o o Foy LT & . . it
SW L s e e IR . S
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED. PRORERTY: one. aCI'e Sk
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES ovsm.n.ppms STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: - - . . e ,CODE. | COUNTY - { R ;| cooE
STATE: ‘ ., ] cope | counTy: ) v CoODE
STATE . CODE. COUNTY i ] » CODE
STATE _CODE | cOUNTY —— CODE
NAME AND TITLE:
Chase Pu'bnam Cura'bor and Qu:.nn Smith ' ' ‘
ORGANIZATION . . . . DATE 4
. Warren. County H:Lstor:.cal 8001ety R June 197&- e
STREET AND NUMBER e ’
~ P.0, Box h27 210 Four’ch Avenue T ) s v
STATE . ' cooe

~ . . . oL NI

As the designated State.Liaison. Officer for the Na<t

89-665), I hereby. nominate this property for inclusion:
in the Natmnal\ Register and’ certxfy that it.has been . |

forth by the National Park Service:.

level of_significance of this nommatxon is: Sl
National [7] State [} Local [}
LN A T oS NS A SR LA Ol
Name
S BN ;

William J. Wewer
Executive Director
PA, Hist. & Museum GCommission

Title

Date

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law ¢

evaluated accordmg to the c*xterxa ‘and E)rocedures set !
The recommended ||~

b

at o - S

Natmnai Regxster b B

’_ I hereby certxfy that this property is mcluded in the

Rt re e e Y

cd o a N ;,; e . c Py .
Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Pfreservatwn

Date
ATTLST:
ML AU kA PRSI SN L
Keeper of The National Register
Date

GPO 931.894

SNOILONY¥LS NI

33



